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Gardening pioneers take on ‘green’ initiative

Jennifer Lawson
Tribune Correspondent

Packing dirt around a small plant
inside the Concert Garden at 21st
and Ellsworih, Poinl Breeze
dent Oktavia Cherry sald she never
had an interest in gardening

Her mother has a garden in the
vard of her East Oak Lane home
i BHas beenn known to revive dead
plants for people, bul teooling
around in the soil didn't appeal to
Cherry until now.

Cherry s a member
Breeze

resi-

of the Point
neighborhood
group to beautifying the
community by cleaning up and
green spaces. On a
recent weekend, Cherry planted her
lirst plant.

“Anything | can do to improve the
nelghborhood, [ was going to do il

Hloneers, o
dedicated

maintalining

gardener,

she said. "lt's an amazing opportu-
nity to revitalize this area, and |
think by coming out here as a
group as neighbors, it builds
that community connection.”

Point Breeze Ploneers was o
founded in March by Antoinette
Johnson, who bought a home in the
neighborhood last vear. An avid
she saw potential in the
neighborhood gardens and declded
to do her part in changing peoples’
minds aboul Poinl Breeze.

"This nelghborhood has gollen a
bad rap. and it doesn’t deserve it.”
she said,

Standing in the Concert Garden,
a 6B0-foot-by-60-foot space
rounded by a chain link fence and
featuring a small stage, two park
benches, a white wooden trellis and
flower beds along the perimeter.

anil

K1IT-

Johnson sald the space had been

malintalned for vears by neighbors
who are Before her
group began working on the garden,
it appeared no one had set oot In it
in years,

The group decided their
projects would be the
Garden, Manton Street Gardens at
19th and Manton, Wharton Square
Playground at 23rd and Wharton.
Haring Mural Garden at 21st and
Washington and Chew Playground
at 19th and Washington. Johnson
went through the Neighborhood
Gardens Association to find out
who owned the properties and how
to gain access to them. The
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
and the Fairmount Park
Commission provided supplies such
as plants, seeds and mulch.

She recruited some neighbors,
and the eight-member group had

now clderly.

initial
Concert

their flrst venture at the Manton
Street Gardens on March 11. The
goal Is to turn it into a picking gar-
den, filled with zinnias,
peonles and vegetables.

By the time the initia-
tive, Spring Into Your Park. was
held in April. about 70 people came
out to spruce up Chew Playground.
Johnson bullt an e-mail list, a Web
site, pbpioneers.com and a logo —a
Pit Bull, which Johnson chose
hecause the dogs also have an
undeservedly negative reputation.

Now at leasl a dozen people come
out for four or five hours on week-
ends. Her goal is to have the
Concert Garden complete In time
for a reggae show at the
June,

*Things are happening so qulckly
— it's crazy. It was meanl to hap
FH']'I_ hl’_‘i_’._l_l,ih‘l' I:"..'l!'lll.'thl_l_" 15 COming

FLFSES

citywide

end ol

together.”

She said she's most proud of how
they've shown the community that
“there is a group willing to take
action and really do something. and
make il viewable to the public, We
really do care about this neighbor
hood and we're giving it a voice.”

Lowell Goodman, a lifelong resl
dent of the 2000 block of Ellswarth
Street, paused as he walked by the
Concert Garden.

“It's looking real nice!™ he said

Coodman sald that the neighbor
hood respecls what the group is
trying to accomplish.

*Guess what, nobody bothers this
little park.” he sald. “If any ol the
neighbors see kids tryving to bother
with this, they chase them away.
We have a nice clean block and now
it looks even better than 1t did, and
we want to keep it that way.”




